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Studley Parish Council 
Minutes of Cemetery Committee Meeting 

10th January 2022 at 10.30am 

Council chamber, Studley Village Hall. 

 

Committee members present:  Cllrs B Dixon (Chairman), J Beard, P Hencher-Serafin, A 
Smith, C Summers. 

Committee members absent: None. 
 

In attendance  Cllr P Hencher-Serafin. 
  Clerk - Gill Lungley, Admin Officer - Katharine Walters. 
                                                                      

Agenda item 1.  Chairman’s welcome. 
Minute 065.  Cllr B Dixon welcomed all to this meeting and explained the meeting had 

been called earlier than previously agreed due to staff changes.  
 

Agenda item 2.  Apologies. 
Minute 066.   None. 
 

Agenda item 3.  Declarations of Interest. 
Minute 067.   There were no declarations of interest from members. 
 

Agenda item 4.  To consider grant of any dispensation requests. 
Minute 068.   There were no requests for a dispensation. 
 

Agenda item 5.   Public Forum. 

Minute 069. No members of the public were present.  
  

Agenda item 6.  Approval of draft minutes of previous meeting. 
Minute 070. The minutes of the meeting held 12th October 2021 were approved as an 

accurate record and will be signed by the Chairman.  
 

Agenda item 7. Items for discussion and decision. 

Minute 071. 
 

a) Update to purchase of cemetery extension. 
The Heart of England Forest (HoFE) have appointed a surveyor to provide a value of 
the proposed site; result to be shared during January 2022. 
 

b) Car park maintenance. 
It was noted that the condition of the car park surface was deteriorating to the point 
where ad hoc patching would not be sufficient. A funeral is to be held at the end of 
this week that is likely to attract a large number of mourners and it was the wish of 
the committee to improve the car parking area for it.   
 

RESOLVED: as a stop-gap measure, arrangements would be made for a local 
farmer to deposit road scalpings on site during this week at delivery cost only; 
committee members would attend to rake and tamp into place.   
A decision to seek quotes based on the different options for a more permanent 
improvement would be made at the next meeting of this committee 
 

c) Review of grass cutting. 
There were no complaints regarding the contract. Management of the weeds and 
vegetation along the car-park side of the fence would be included into the contract.  
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d) Review of tree work to date. 
The work had been carried out later than expected and was now complete. It 
included attention to the yews and it was noted they should be regularly checked. 

 

e) To agree future tree works required. 
A quotation had been received for tree surgery in the cemetery but was not specific 
enough to identify which trees were to be attended to. A plan was required of the 
trees on site to enable easier identification in the future.  
RESOLVED: Working with the committee Chairman and the Admin Officer the tree 
surgeon would be asked to clarify the work that has been quoted for, ie to lift the 
crown of the specifically identified trees along the central path of the older part of the 
cemetery, and to deal with the specifically identified cherry tree half of which appears 
to have died. If appropriate to do so, the Admin Officer working with the committee 
Chairman would approve the quote and work to be done before 1st March 2022. 
 

f)  Notices required for the annual clean-up. 
The Admin Officer would produce notices advising of the cemetery annual clean-up 
that is to take place on 11th February, or around that date. 
Regarding the skip, a schedule of exchange every 5 weeks has been agreed with the 
contractor. 
 

g) To agree work required to improve slab path from gazebo. 
The pathway needs to be improved, especially where tree roots have affected the 
integrity of the surface and members will consider whether to tarmac or re-slab at a 
future meeting of this committee. It was also suggested that the pathway to the skip 
compound is reviewed at the same time. 
 

h) To review and agree cemetery charges and procedure. 
Various anomalies were highlighted with regard to the published information. It was 
agreed to meet again on 1st February to sort out the costs and charges associated 
with managing the cemetery. 
 

i) To agree memorial styles. 
The cemetery is known as a lawned cemetery, however there are two different sets of 
rules for the old and the new parts regarding the memorial style that can be installed.   

 
 

Agenda item 8. Items for discussion and decision. 

Minute 072. 
 To review work to date, the rules, charges and costs. 

 
 

Agenda item 9. Date and time of next Cemetery Committee meeting. 

Minute 073. 
 The committee is to meet on Tuesday 1st February 2022 at 10.30am   

 
        
 

                                  This meeting was closed at 12.15pm 
 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………………..……………….   Date:………………….. 
Chairman, Cemetery Committee        
 

              


