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Council members present: 
 

 
Chairman Cllr C Summers, Vice-Chair Cllr P Beaman, 
Cllr J Beard, Cllr S Croft, Cllr B Dixon, Cllr M Fox, Cllr M 
Osborne, Cllr S Redman, Cllr P Hencher- Serafin* & Cllr A Smith 
 

 
In attendance 

   
District Cllr P Hencher-Serafin, Mrs Karen Marshall- Studley 
Scouts, Mrs Maureen Rickhards- Studley Improvement 
Partnership, Mrs Jan Platt- Studley in Bloom, Mrs Joan Wallin- 
Studley Community Library, Mr David Smith- Studley Royal 
British Legion, Mr Phil Hunt- SS&SC, Mrs Ruth Jewels- Studley 
Isolation Support Group, Mr Paul Beaman- Studley Village Hall & 
Studley Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group,  
Mrs Sian Smith- Studley in Business & 3 members of public. 

 Acting Clerk - Gill Lungley, Assistant Clerk - Linda Stanton  
 

 
 

Agenda item 1 Chairman’s Welcome 
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.  

 

Agenda item 2 Apologies 

County Cllr C Rickhards, District Cllr N Edden, Mrs Dorothy Mitchell- Studley Parish 

Land, Mrs Janet Byham- Studley Nature Reserve, Mrs Val Blundell- Studley 

Christmas Light & Mr Ross Crawford-Paul- Redditch Standard. 

 

Agenda item 3 Chairman’s report -Cllr C Summers 
 
Thanks to all who supported the charity events even though those events were few and far 
between due to the Covid pandemic. Main charity supported was the Studley Community 
First Responders, but also two or three local charitable organisations such as “Studley in 
Bloom” and “Studley Christmas Lights”. 
 
The fund raised a little over £4000.00 and was able to supply the First Responders with some 
much-needed equipment. I will talk about this a little more later as the lead responder is 
unfortunately injured at the moment. 
 

We managed to stage our annual awards dinner in the autumn 2019 and in February 2020 
we held an Abba tribute. These events were well received but sadly no more could be 
arranged due to the lockdown. 
 
We held the VE Day commemoration virtually and I was able to toast the nation with Mr Jim 

Dyer who, I believe, at the time was the oldest war veteran in the country to do so. Many 

residents decorated their houses and held socially distanced street parties to join in. 

 

We managed to hold the horticultural awards for both Station Road and Dunstall allotments 

on sunny days in August and again this was all done in a socially distanced way. Some of the 

plot holders made some really tasty cakes to go with the tea and coffee. 

Studley Annual Parish Meeting 
 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 

4th May 21 at 6:30pm (online via zoom) 
 

Minutes are draft until approved at the 
following the next Parish Meeting 
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I was able to participate in the virtual annual Remembrance Day service with others from 

local voluntary groups. This was all organised by Dan Corlett who did an excellent job with 

the technical requirements. 

There was a low-key Christmas Lights switch on. Again, socially distanced and with 

Councillor Smith assuming the role of Town Crier. Many people sponsored individual lights 

as a tribute to loved ones and I believe the event was also shown via social media. 

That is a brief summary of events but a huge thank you must go to the voluntary groups 

within the village who all contribute to making the community a brighter and better place to 

live. 

Thank you once again to all. 

  Agenda item 4 To receive reports/update from other voluntary groups  
 
Report read out by Cllr C Summers. 

Studley Parish Land  
 

Apologies for not being able to attend the Zoom meeting of the Annual Parish Council 
meeting this year. 
 
2020 has been a strange year for everyone including the Parish Lands Charity. We only have 
three meetings a year and unfortunately two of those had to be cancelled. As a result nearly 
all of our activities were curtailed. 
 
We eventually had a Zoom meeting in November where it was decided that none of the 
Trustees should go in person and deliver our usual Christmas cash grants to any residents, 
where possible the Clerk should send cheques instead. 
 
The Trustees agreed that the grants to Care Homes be increased from £50 to £100 in 
recognition of the difficulties experienced by many of them during the Covid 19 pandemic.  
This has been appreciated and welcomed by the homes and has paid for extra activities for 
the residents. 
 
We also sent the £50 grant to every school in Studley and Mappleborough Green this year 
instead of the usual three. A cheque was also sent to Heart of England Mencap for use by 
residents of the homes in Station Road and Lansdowne Road. 
 
The Charity was so pleased to be able to have been able to continue with our Christmas 
Grants last year and we hope that this year perhaps things will be better for everyone.  
 
Dorothy Mitchell 
Clerk to the Trustees. 
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Studley Parish Lands Charity - Year Ending 31st December 2020

Cash Deposit A/C Current A/C

Opening Balance 10.39 10036.08 1097.39

Closing Balance 7.39 11252.10 2090.59

Totals 3.00 1216.02 993.20

Total Receipts 2439.22

Total Payments 1935.00

504.22

Represented by:

Bank Accounts

Deposit Account 11252.10 Bal B/fwd

Current Account 2090.59 Receipts

13342.69

Less uncleared chqs 1805.00 Payments

11537.69

Summary of Income & Expenditure

2017 2018 2019 220.00

Income 2187.00 2319.00 2248.00 2439.00

Expenditure 1327.00 1327.00 1402.00 1935.00

Excess Income & Expenditure 860.00 717.00 846.00 504.00

Investment Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Totals

7¾ Treasury

2½ Treasury

2½ Consolidated

COIF Deposit Interest

COIF Income Divident 72.02 76.12 76.12 74.97 299.23

CHARINCO Dividend (BRIM)

M & G CHARIFUND 46.80 63.51 56.83 56.83 223.97

Bank Interest Current Account

Bank Interest Deposit Account 1.68 1.71 1.60 1.72 1.69 0.57 0.09 0.09 0.09 0.09 0.10 0.10 9.53

Land Rent 750.00 750.00 1500.00

Thomas Chambers 100.00 100.00

MEB Wayleaves 56.49 56.49

Miscellaneous

A. Daniels 250.00 250.00

Total 1.68 120.53 1.60 251.72 141.32 850.57 0.09 133.04 0.09 806.58 75.07 56.93 2439.22

Schedule of Receipts 2020

Schedule of Payments 2020

Payment Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Totals

Page Family -100526 40.00 40.00

D.E. Mitchell - Honorium 220.00 220.00

I. Geddes - Audit Fee 40.00 40.00

Four Acres  - 100529 Canx Chq  0.00 0.00

Woodlands - 100530 100.00 100.00

Midlands Care - 100531 100.00 100.00

Studley PCC - 100532 700.00 700.00

Studley Infants - 100533 50.00 50.00

Studley High School - 100534 50.00 50.00

St Marys R.C. - 100535 50.00 50.00

St Marys Academy - 100536 50.00 50.00

Mapp Grn Primary - 100537 50.00 50.00

trussell Trust - 100538 Chq Canx 0.00 0.00

Royal Mencap Soc -100540 135.00 135.00

Avon Food Bank - 100541 250.00 250.00

Runwood Homes ltd - 100542 100.00 100.00

Total 0 0.00 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 1935.00 1935.00
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Studley Village Hall Report- Mr Paul Beaman 
 
This year has been very different to any other year. We started off on a positive foot and very 
busy until the lockdown due to COVID in early March 2020.  
 
This was a very worrying time to everyone due to the risk of COVID and financially if the 
village hall could survive. Initially money was transferred from our savings but thanks to the 
Government they provided the funds for us to receive a grant of £25k from Stratford District 
Council along with some further grants and payments from HMRC for furloughed staff. We 
then received a grant from the National Lottery to have automatic door closures fitted along 
with some smaller grants from various sources including the Parish Council, which enabled 
the lights and ceiling in the Council chamber and Village Hall Office to be replaced along with 
much needed, new lights in the main hall.  
 
Due to COVID restrictions the hall has had to put in place many changes and close off 
facilities in the toilets etc. We have had to install a one-way system as well as social 
distancing measures in the offices and around the corridors. We have had to make many 
purchases including hand sanitiser stations, gel etc which under normal circumstances were 
not required. These will need to continue now for the distance future.  
 
At different intervals during the past 12 months we have legally being allowed to have various 
groups back but these have been limited because of numbers and government restrictions on 
certain groups / events etc. It will be nice to see some normality return to the village hall later 
this year.  
 
We negotiated from October 2020 with the NHS to provide the venue so that they could use 
the village hall as a vaccination centre. This ran from early January 2021 and continues into 
the following months. The project has so far been a brilliant success and well received by all 
workers, volunteers and visitors, many who had never even visited the hall before.  
 
However, as a result of allowing the NHS use of the hall it meant that all our users had to be 
outsourced to other locations like the Entaco. Most users do not like the new locations and 
are now eager to get back as soon as the NHS vacate the building and government 
restrictions allow the return. We have kept an ongoing communication channel with all our 
users during the last 12 months of lock down etc.  
 
The village hall has been supported fantastically by Pete Janes during the vaccination period. 
He has cleared the car park of any snow, gritted the car park on icy days, repaired toilets, 
leaks etc with only 15 mins notice. His support has been much appreciated.  
 
We are also extremely lucky to have such hard working dedicated staff, who have managed 
the hall on behalf of and with the support of the Management Committee which has made our 
role much easier. 2020 was a difficult year let’s hope 2021 is better for everyone 
 

Studley Neighbourhood Plan Report – Cllr Paul Beaman 
 

The last twelve months has seen no progress on the SNP as the Steering Group have not 
been able to meet in person due to Covid.  
 
However work has continued on the surveys and information gathering towards the NDO 
work that was financed by the grant from Locality.  
 
We are still waiting for the quotes from Solicitors that our Clerk was collating before she was 
suspended. It is important that that information is passed on as soon as it is received so that 
a proposal can be put to Council and approved before the extension to the grant period 
expires in June.  
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We are hoping that as soon as we are able the group can meet again in person and get the 
plan completed so we can move on to the next phase.  
 
SDC and Locality have confirmed their availability to help to complete the draft plan and we 
will use their services once we are in a position to do so 
 
 

Studley Sports & Social Club Annual Report 
 

Like most organizations we have been very seriously affected by Covid 19 restrictions, 

closures, reduced sport, and other events mean our income has reduced by more than 

£185,000. We have been closed for 11 months out of the past 14 months. Even during 

periods when we could open, sport and other activities were greatly reduced. 

To offset these difficulties, we have been highly successful in finding grants, including the 

Stratford District Council ones, we approached Sport England, the Football Foundation and 

other sources to try to keep the club afloat ready for a return to business. With the 

Regeneration Project on the horizon, it was particularly important the club can continue 

trading and be in a sound financial position.  

SS&SC has 18 Football teams, two Cricket teams, a thriving Tennis Club, and a thriving 

Bowls club. We now have age groups from under 10’s to adult and a new Ladies team 

started last year. We also mange Brickyard Lane Sports Field. 

Using the Furlough scheme, we were able to retain our staff and they are ready to start work 

again currently. I would like to take this opportunity to thank both the staff and volunteers for 

their efforts in these difficult times, 

Huge efforts by several volunteers mean that even following Covid 19 guidelines we have 

redecorated the club and refurbished the Bar service areas. 

We reopened with outside service on 12th April and despite the cold weather we have 

welcomed back Sport and our loyal customers. On 17th May we will be able to reopen inside 

service so should be able to trade relatively normally. 

We follow Covid 19 guidelines carefully and have been complimented on our precautions on 

numerous occasions. 

On 3rd July we will be holding our Annual Village Festival and will be hosting Aunty Jen 

Productions in putting on live performances of Romeo and Juliet on the Sports field. 

Phil Hunt,  

Treasurer 

 
Studley Community Library 

 

Owing to the government restrictions we have been unable to open the library virtually, at all, 
during the past year. 

We did a risk assessment after the end of the first lockdown and put in Covid19 safety 
measures. An appointments only system was instituted.  A Perspex screen erected around 
the counter, hand sanitiser, gloves and cleaning wipes were bought.  A quarantine procedure 
for book returns was implemented along Warwickshire County Library guidelines. A limited 
number of people allowed in to browse at any one time and one public computer is available 
for use for one hour maximum, if pre-booked.  Printing/copying is still available. 
Unfortunately, no extra events were possible. 
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We now are intending to re-open on May 4th, 2021, under the same conditions as before, but 
will not be able to provide a Saturday opening, initially.  This will be reviewed when all the 
volunteers are comfortable being at the library volunteering again. If anyone can help us 
open up the Saturday service I would be extremely grateful, if they contact me to discuss it. 

We now hope we can go forward and continue to offer a service, without interruption. This 
will hopefully mean the appointments system can be discontinued when restrictions allow. 

We thank everyone for their patience and hope for continued support. 

Joan Wallin 
Lead Volunteer 
 

Studley in Bloom – Power Point Presentation by Chair Mrs Jan Platt 
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Studley Nature Reserve Report 
Report read out by Cllr C Summers 

 
During shutdown, the common was in use all day long, especially during the long hot 
summer!  Dogs and owners have increased, lots of families walking and having picnics, the 
benches have been used by young and older folk, children cycling round the track on small bikes, 
mothers pushing babies in prams, families playing football on patch by logs. etc 
  
No one has done any work on common during shutdown, but this has been picked up in spring 
2021. The grass has been cut on both sides of the footpath to prevent the grass growing over 
onto the track.  Grass has been cut on a small area on the common down by the main gates. This 
is done in preparation of events in the summer and to provide an area for kids to play football etc. 
 
 The flower bed in the centre of the common has been cut back and, once it has rained  
sufficiently, will be weeded, dug out and seeds/flowers planted.   A new wildflower patch on the left 
of the common has been dug out as best as it manually possible and seeded with wildflowers. 
 
 The Saplings have been checked and secured etc. We have 72% left of the saplings planted 2 
years ago.   Please can we be notified in advance when the grass is going to be cut in common. 
 Next Nature Reserve meeting Sunday 9th Many at 10am. Any summer activities, projects will be 
raised and discussed then. 
 
Janet Byham 
Chairman 
 

                                      

                                          

                  

                              

               

                                                 

                                                                    

                              

                                                                

                                                                  

                                           

                                                                                  



Studley Parish Annual Meeting  04/05/2021  10 

  
 

Studley Christmas Lights 
Report read out by Cllr C Summers. 

 
I find it hard to believe that here we are again 12 months down the line after what can only be 
described as extremely tough year for everyone. 

As with all the other community groups in Studley, fundraising was almost non-existent for a good 
chunk of the year. So much so that we did not think we would be able to install our display along 
the A435. After a bit of soul searching, we decided that the village needed a boost and a bit of 
cheering up, especially as we could not have our usual switch on. 

It was a massive task, but we knew if we put our minds to it, we could go some way to raising the 
money. We heard that there was a grant available from the Parish Council so decided to apply. 

Much to our delight, we were awarded a grant plus a sum from the Chairman’s fund amounting to 
£1,200 in total. This completely covered the cost of instillation along the A435. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the councillors for awarding us this money and of 
course Colin for his donation as well. 

As well as offering our usual light sponsorships, we also put out a public appeal for donations and 
set up a ‘Virtual Christmas Lights Fundraiser’ which was also successful and boosted the bank 
balance nicely.  

KLR Interiors, kindly donated two fabulous Fortnum and Mason Christmas hampers for us to 
raffle. Yet again, due to the Covid restrictions, we were not able to sell the tickets in the usual way 
so we embraced technology and set up a way of buying tickets using a QR code that people 
could scan and pay via PayPal. Our committee members also delivered tickets to anyone who 
requested them via our virtual fundraiser. We managed to raise just under £1,300 just for the 
raffle alone. 

From starting the year off thinking we would not raise any funds; I would go as far as to say that 
we probably raised more money than we have in previous years! We are now able to extend our 
display for 2021 and propose the upgrade of 16 lighting columns. We are aiming to start at 
Studley Cricket Club and out past Edgington’s Garage so Studley will be sparkling again this 
Christmas! 

Lets hope for all of us that we come out the other side of the pandemic soon and we can get back 
to meeting the lovely people of this amazing village. 

 

Val Blundell 

Chair to Studley Christmas Lights 

 
Studley in Business Update 

 
Despite the pandemic Studley in Business have had a productive year. We have managed to 
continue our monthly meetings via Zoom and have increased our membership to 56 local 
businesses across a variety of sectors. We hope to begin meeting in person in the summer if 
restrictions allow. 

Activities: 

• With the help of our members AV interactive we produced a short Studley in Business 

promotional video which promotes our group and the benefits of joining – the video 

can be viewed on our website: https://www.studleyinbusiness.co.uk/  

• We supported the SISG in contributing to leaflet printing and helping to promote the 

group aims to our members. We helped to deliver their flyers locally.   

https://www.studleyinbusiness.co.uk/
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• Studley in Business members generously donated gifts for gift bags that were made 

up and distributed to isolating residents in the village over Easter 2020. 

• We ran 2 socially distanced lockdown events for local children – a Halloween Trail 

over October half term and an Elf Hunt in December.  Letter clues were placed in the 

windows of local businesses, and many prizes were donated. The events raised funds 

for the Lily Mae Foundation and Studley Christmas Lights respectively. 

• In October we took part in a national campaign run by Totally Locally called ‘Fiver 

Fest’ which aims to encourage more people to shop in their local community.  Several 

businesses created a £5 offer for the 2 week event and serviced based businesses 

who could not offer an item donated £5 vouchers to their customers which could be 

redeemed against the Fiver Fest offers from retail businesses in the village.  Fiver 

Fest was very popular, and we plan to repeat it this year with a bigger uptake. 

• We have introduced a member’s blog on our website and the Enjoyably Studley 

website to promote our local businesses and their expertise online. 

• We have set up an Instagram account for Studley in Business which runs alongside 
our Facebook page. We use this to share member news and encourage support for 
Studley businesses with the hashtag #SpendItInStudley. 

• We have helped to promote free local online marketing training for Warwickshire 
retailers via the CW Chamber and Warks County Council. 

• The Enjoyably Studley website and Facebook group and page have continued to 
grow over the past 12 months. The website regularly attracts 1000-1500 visitors a 
month (around 12,000 over the past 12 months). The most popular pages are the Out 
and About Pages with searches for local walks, the Business Directory with searches 
for specific businesses (all Studley businesses received a free standard listing). 

• We will have a stall at the Studley Festival on 3rd July and plan to launch a village 
wide campaign that weekend in line with ‘Independents’ Day’ – a national campaign 
over 3-4 July to promote local, independent businesses in the UK.  

• Our AGM is in June. 
Sian Smith, Chair, Studley in Business 

 
Studley Isolation Support Group Report 

 
The group was set up by Amy Thomas and me right at the start of the pandemic, when we 
knew that there would be people in our village who would have to shield or isolate. We met 
with the Parish Council Emergency Response Committee, and they kindly offered support in 
the form of a mobile phone (affectionately known as the burner phone) and help in confirming 
the ID of the volunteers. 
 
The first day that the phone rang was the 23rd March 2020. Today is our 407th day. 
We have helped 233 households in our village.  
We have delivered leaflets three times to every single household in the village. There are 
2,571 households. These deliveries and volunteers are not included in the task total! 
 
On Saturday 17th April, our totals stood at: - 
 
420 Pharmacy deliveries, over 1,000 shopping deliveries, 2,900 newspapers popped through 
letter boxes, 165 phone calls made to people who are craving company, 234 dogs walks 
undertaken, 40 foodbank donations/collections delivered, 4 Fish and Chip Suppers delivered 
piping hot and over 50 letters and parcels posted. 
 
Plus…. Wood and coal sourced and delivered, fuel for a mower, a TV repair arranged, a 
hearing aid dropped to the hospital for repair, runner bean seeds sourced and delivered, and 
Christmas dinners delivered at lunchtime on Christmas Day (nothing stopped our volunteers, 
not even Christmas Day). 
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Alongside this (and not included in the 5,000 total) 3D printers were funded by donations and 
Mike Lowe and his team made 7,000 much needed headbands, and 14,000 visors were 
produced for healthcare workers. 
 
Back in March last year, one of our volunteers; Hayley Maher, put a call out on social media 
to see if there were any people out there who could sew and were willing to help her get cloth 
bags made for NHS and Care Home Workers.  A wonderful group of people came back and 
said they would help, including some furloughed seamstresses, people who were having to 
self-isolate and needed the distraction and the Studley Quilting Society.  It wasn’t long before 
this was a full-scale operation.  Shirley of the Quilting Society would co-ordinate who needed 
what supplies, elastic, material and buttons (when they moved onto headbands) and Hayley 
would source the items and deliver and collect from them on a weekly basis.  By the summer, 
they’d moved onto making reusable masks.  Through this wonderful group of volunteers 
2,265 scrub bags, 1,420 fabric face masks and 619 headbands were distributed to key 
workers who were so very grateful. 
 
Baby clothes were made, and delivered, to the local neonatal unit, answering a plea for help. 
 
At 10am Saturday 17th April Lyn Sharpe completed the 5,000th task, always a task, not a job, 
as not one volunteer has received any money towards this. Lyn has completed over 2,350 
tasks and delivers 3 or 4 newspapers and shopping daily, seven days a week. She is a 
pocket rocket, and added to her job as a carer within our community she also trained so that 
she could become a vaccinator at our local Village Hall. She exemplifies the dedication and 
support shown by each and every volunteer that have stepped forward to support our 
community. 
 
We received endless support from Studley in Business and a grant from Clive Rickhards. The 
grant enabled us to pay for printing for later leaflet drops as well as much needed ppe for our 
volunteers. At Christmas we were also able to source gifts locally as a thank you to our 
volunteers. At Easter last year Studley in Business delivered 45 gift bags to those who were 
isolating and then Studley Castle provided two further gifts for 65 households, firstly tins of 
biscuits and late in the year gift bags. These unexpected gifts brought a great deal of 
happiness to those who received them. 
 
Our volunteers have also joined the team of volunteer marshals/helpers at the Vaccination 
Centre, and we were honoured to support the registration of the volunteers quickly and 
efficiently by working with SWGP’s. We were able to ensure the identification process was 
undertaken in the village, follow through the documentation and confirm with the volunteer 
when access was granted to the rota system. We have also hosted a WhatsApp group that 
has allowed the volunteers to message each other regarding shifts, tips and other useful 
information Just in the last week we have again given further support to SWGP’s, as the 
shifts were short of volunteers. With more work in the background, we have been able to 
clear some more people and fill the shifts. 
 
Jennifer Stone recorded 258 story videos for both children and adults, all of which were 
hosted on the SISG Facebook Group. She has gone on to create Aunty Jen Productions, a 
community charity aiming to deliver the arts right into the heart of the community. 
 
Added to all of the above has been the incredible support the volunteers have given to each 
other, picking up prescriptions, sourcing hard to find food items (and toilet rolls!), and much, 
much more. 
 
The group has evolved enormously from the start. Initially we thought that we would be 
helping for the three week lockdown we were initially put under, when that time went by we 
realised we might be in for a long run….. 
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We started with two WhatsApp group, a tasks one and one for the organisers, and now host 
eight. The main job group began to get overwhelmed, so we split off the pharmacy, foodbank 
and general chat, and then added the chat group and vaccine volunteers. The number of 
messages exchanged is enormous and add to this the private messages that Amy and I have 
exchanged with each other and individual volunteers, and we are surprised we haven’t 
crashed the app! 
 
We have carefully recorded all the tasks to protect both our volunteers and those we are 
helping. Everyone’s safety has been paramount throughout. 
 
Which leads to probably the most important achievement…. 
The Group was set up to protect the most vulnerable during the pandemic, and to date not 
one person we have supported has lost their life to Covid. 
 
So….. to the future. We are aiming to wind down the group shortly after the Government lift 
all the restrictions at the end of June, however, we are conscious that many of those we have 
supported are lonely and need company. We are busy collating a final leaflet that will show 
all of the local groups available to join for those looking for company, and equally a list of 
groups who need volunteers. We really hope that our amazing volunteers will continue to 
support our community in other roles. 
 
The group will be mothballed, so that we are able to reopen should there be another 
lockdown at any point in the future. 
 
 
Please feel free to contact me with the contact details for your groups if you wish to be added 
to the leaflet, and if anyone is willing to make some weekly chat calls then please let me 
know. It would be lovely if we could ensure those who need it most still receive some ongoing 
support. Maybe a Parish Councillor or two would undertake this?! 
 
 
 
 

Studley Scouts  
Good Evening! 
For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Karen Marshall; and I am the manager (we 
call the role Group Scout Leader) of 1st Studley Scout Group. 
 
Our Scout Group consists of Scouts, Cub Scouts and Beavers Scouts; both boys and girls 
ranging from the age of 6 up to 14.  After that they move on to join older sections run by our 
district and some come back to us to volunteer as young leaders. 
 
When I became the Group Scout Leader back in 2005 we had 55 young members and just 9 
adult leaders.  We ran 1 Beaver Colony, 1 Cub Pack and 1 Scout Troop.   
 
At the beginning of 2020, we had very nearly doubled our young members to 96 and had just 
about doubled our adult volunteers also.  We were bursting at the seams with regard to adult 
availability and also time and space available at the Scout Hut.  We now have 2 Beaver 
Scout Colonies, 2 Cub Scout Packs and 2 Scout Troops.   
 
Just as we were celebrating the Scout Group’s 60th Anniversary the pandemic hit and we 
faced lockdown, our young members were sent home from school and stopped from seeing 
their wider families and friends.  We weren’t going to stop them from scouting too! We kept 
spirits high by sending weekly newsletters by email and setting daily challenges using our 
social media accounts.  Then we got brave and embraced video conference meetings!  We 
made mistakes, struggled with internet access and talked while muted but we Scouted! We 
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even held camps by coming together using the internet and building dens on living room 
floors or in back gardens to ‘sleep away’.   

 
Despite not being able to meet at the scout hut we have done so much! We joined in with our 
County’s St Georges Day on line get togethers because we could not go on parade and we 
participated in Village on line events for Remembrance Day.  We clapped on our doorsteps in 
uniform and decorated our windows in support of the NHS and other key workers. We 
decorated our houses and partied on our drives to celebrate VE Day. 

 
We have been able to hold fun programmes, award many badges and continue to develop 
our young peoples’ skills for life, which includes skills such as - team work, time 
management, leadership, initiative, planning, communication, self-motivation, cultural 
awareness and commitment, all of which helps them to reach their full potential, grows their 
confidence and develops them into better, more employable citizens of the future. 
 
At times, when Covid restrictions have relaxed, we have been able to meet up again at the 
scout hut, often in smaller groups, sometimes not as frequently as we’d like and many times 
in all weathers as we’ve not been able to meet inside.  We are very hopeful that the situation 
continues to improve to allow us to resume normal Scouting. 
 

Our membership has been surprisingly resilient during this difficult time but some of our 
members, young and old have struggled to participate in the ‘virtual world’.  We have retained 
82% of our youth members which is well above the national figures for UK Scouting but I 
expect our numbers to swell once we are seen out and about having fun once again.  We will 
need to recruit more adults to support this and are always looking for opportunities to both 
improve and increase our storage and meeting facilities. 
 

We have been grateful to be supported by the Parish Council and other benefactors to 
improve the accessibility of our building, including ramps, refurbished toilets and hopefully 
this summer an upgraded, safer emergency exit.  Our next ambition is to improve the sound 
and lighting inside the hut to make the building more accessible for those adults and young 
people with unseen disabilities. 
 
During the past year we have endeavoured to maintain our links with other village groups.  
We have included learning about Fairtrade in our programme and made Fairtrade bakes 
during our camps.  Now we are back at the hut we realise that our lovely planters kindly 
donated by Studley in Bloom are well past their best and one of the Cub leaders is now 
building new planters along with the Cubs which the Beavers will paint and plant up. I’m sure 
the Bloomers will also be pleased to hear that we tasked our members to litter pick in their 
local communities whilst on their daily walks. 
 
We have also continued to strive to help others less fortunate than ourselves, raising 
donations for animal shelters and contributing to the local foodbank.  We have sent rocks of 
kindness and greeting cards to care homes and leaders have been involved in leaflet drops 
and volunteering for the great work undertaken by the fantastic Isolation group. 
 
We have missed the big village events just like everyone else and are looking forward to 
participating once they are back on the calendar, we plan to be at the Village Festival, to sell 
chocolatey marshmallows at the Schools Together Firework Extravaganza and look forward 
to parading our Christmas Lanterns! 

Thank you! 
 

Studley Royal British Legion Update 
 
As with many other organisations and charities within the village 2020 saw many events 
severely impacted by the coronavirus and its associated legislation. 
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Due to coronavirus restrictions, it was only possible for the branch to hold two committee 
meetings during the early part of the year and much of the meeting revolved around 
discussions on how to cope with said restrictions. 
 
This was particularly sad as 2020 was the centenary of the unveiling of the village War 
Memorial, which took place on 17th October 1920. 
 
Due to coronavirus restrictions, Stratford DC cancelled ALL Remembrance Sunday Road 
closure applications, and restrictions on public gathering meant that both the Remembrance 
Day Parade and the Service normally held at the village War Memorial were sadly both 
cancelled. 
. 
However, cooperation between the RBL committee and all village organisations meant that 
those that wished to remember were provided with wreaths and poppy crosses etc. and 
these were laid separately throughout the week. 
 
I also personally represented the RBL at the virtual Remembrance Service reciting the act of 
Remembrance and the Kohima Epitaph. The names of 110 fallen of Studley were also 
recited by villagers and Studley parish councillors meaning that Remembrance was 
observed. 
 
The Poppy appeal, which is also always well supported by the village was also sadly affected 
by our inability to sell poppies and lapel badges in the normal way and as a consequence the 
2020 total was a reduced figure of £3126. 
 
Over recent years it has become more difficult to recruit new members and fill the required 
administrative roles needed for branches to be operated correctly, however a new branch 
status has been introduced by the RBL, which reduces admin and calls for fewer meetings 
and procedural activities, the branch has debated this and subject to ratification once we are 
able to meet our Branch will change its status to that of a County Supported Branch. 
 
I can also advise that 2021 is the centenary of the establishment of the Royal British legion. 
On Sunday 15th May 1921, a small number of ex-servicemen met at the Cenotaph in London 
and laid a wreath in memory of all those who lost their lives in the Great War 
 
Sadly, the branch lost its long serving President Les Topham in February 2021, Les will be 
sadly missed by all. 
 
Finally, I have to announce that Steve Noke, who has served for many years as the 
branches’ Poppy Appeal organiser and did so with both enthusiasm and much success 
advised that 2020 was the last year that he would be continuing in this role, I would like to 
offer my personal thanks to Steve for all he has done. 
 
However, this means that as the current branch Chairman, I have the unenviable task of 
finding a replacement. 
 
The position of Poppy Appeal Organiser is a voluntary position, and the successful person 
does not necessarily need to be a member of the RBL or an Ex-service person.   
 
Should anyone be interested or know of anyone who may be interested in this position 
please contact myself on 07802563085. 
 
Many thanks to everyone 
 
David Smith 
Chairman to Studley Royal British Legion 
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Studley Improvement Partnership- Trees of Studley Project Report 
 
The aim of the project. 
 
The aim was to increase the number of trees in the Parish of Studley to try to combat air 
pollution, Studley is one of the worst affected in Warwickshire. Encourage wild life in our 
gardens. Promote a sense of ownership of trees. 
 
The Parish of Studley was leafletted in early March 2020.The next day requests had 
outnumbered the number of trees available in the budget. Studley Improvement Partnership 
and Studley Parish Council both increased their funding for more trees enabling the purchase 
of more trees. 
 
Unfortunately, due to the Covid crisis the first order of the trees was cancelled with the 
consent of SIP and the nursery. In July we were able to reorder an increased number of 
trees, to be delivered in the autumn. In November, the trees arrived in Studley. Within the 
week trees were delivered by volunteers to households in Studley while observing rules of 
social distancing. 
 
I would like to thank the Parish Councillors who delivered trees, also local volunteers who 
offered to help. The project came in below budget due to pro bono services and the trees 
were purchased at the original price quoted in March.  
 
The BBC gave a short slot on their local news and thank you to our willing volunteer who 
demonstrated planting a tree in her garden. Also, BBC Coventry and Warwick also did a slot 
on their morning show. So far the feedback has been positive around the village. 
I would like to thank Studley Parish Council for their support to this project. 
 
Maureen Rickhards 
 
 

County Councillor Report 
 
Report read out by Cllr C Summers 
 
The following organisations received money from the Member's Grant. 

• Studley Isolation Support Group 

• Studley in Bloom 
 

Amounts were reported earlier. 
Other contributions went to bodies in other parishes in the Division or were held back in this 
extraordinary year for pooling with other councillors in contributing to various county wide 
schemes. 
 
Throughout the year I continued to publicise through the parishes the work of the County in 
helping the vulnerable and those 'shielding' Many families benefitted from food parcels, 
pharmacy supplies and other help. 
 
There was good feedback on the experience of the new Puffin crossing on Alcester Rd. 
I welcome suggestions from the PC on how the Safer Rotes to Schools funds can be 
extended elsewhere. 
 
I have taken part in a group trying to find ways of financing a redevelopment of the area 
around the Youth Centre and former Health Centre. Cllr. Tolley was present at the meeting. 
In addition, I have participated in a group called Studley LG Network trying to enhance work 
re Children and Families. On Council I continue to be a member of Regulatory (Planning) 
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committee and the Corporate Parenting Panel. I have also taken part in a special task group 
on Special Educational Needs. 
 
Clive Rickhards 
County Councillor 
 

Update on Studley Community First Responders 

Firstly, everyone involved with Studley First Responders would like to thank the Parish 
Council Chairman and chairman’s charity for the tremendous effort that went in to supporting 
and providing much needed equipment to the responder scheme. 
 
One piece of equipment that has made a huge difference is the Zoll monitor. This is an older 

model of the equipment carried by ambulances but performs the same functions. With this 

equipment we can perform ECG’s as well as the normal blood pressure and blood oxygen 

readings. Within the first two weeks of receiving the equipment we saved a life by having this 

ECG facility. On this occasion we attended a patient experiencing mild chest pain and 

breathlessness. A history of events leading up to the 999 call was obtained and along with 

the normal clinical observations being completed a detailed ECG was performed. The 

responder present was able to interpret the ECG and recognised that the patient was actually 

having a heart attack. Defibrillation pads were attached to the patient's chest and ambulance 

control was updated. Whilst waiting for an ambulance to arrive the patient became 

unresponsive, stopped breathing, their heart stopped beating normally and they experienced 

a cardiac arrest. The responder present was able to deliver a defibrillation shock to the 

patient within 5 seconds of this happening. The patient's heart restarted into a normal rhythm 

and the patient began to breathe again. It is without doubt that this immediate shock saved 

this person's life. If we had not received this equipment, the patient would not have had 

defibrillation pads on whilst still conscious as we had no way of performing an ECG or 

knowing diagnostically what was occurring with the patient's heart. This would have resulted 

in a considerable time delay before a defibrillation shock could have been delivered. 

The Zoll monitor has also been used when the responders have been first on scene at road 

traffic collisions with persons trapped and space has been very limited and this has made a 

positive impact on patient care as a full and accurate assessment can be made using one 

piece of equipment rather than numerous separate pieces as we had to do previously. 

Studley First Responder scheme is one of the few local schemes which has continued to 

operate at full capacity throughout the pandemic. Responders have been deployed to 

numerous cases of confirmed Covid 19 providing immediate care and in some cases life 

saving treatments prior to an ambulance arriving on scene. The resuscitation council of the 

UK, the World Health Organisation and other leading authorities in health care clearly stated 

at the start of the pandemic that all Aerosol Generating Procedures (AGP’s) must not be 

performed unless everyone present was wearing level 3 PPE. This includes at least an FFP 3 

respirator. Due to forward planning at the start of the pandemic and the generous gifts of 2 

respirators provided by the Parish Council’s Chairman’s Charity, this has allowed us to safely 

manage patients' airways and provide ventilation in cardiac arrest situations rather than 

simply performing chest compressions. The human brain will start to die in around 3 minutes 

of being starved of oxygen. However, due to having these respirators we have been 

successful in maintaining every patient's oxygen level to within normal parameters. 

Our scheme currently consists of 5 responders. 2 of these are full time Paramedics who 

volunteer their time when not at work. The remaining 3 volunteers have all within the last 

month completed an intense nationally recognised ambulance responder qualification. We 

can therefore say with confidence that the scheme has well trained and well equipped 
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responders who are committed to serving the local community and assisting the ambulance 

service response to emergency calls. 

It is without doubt that the equipment provided by the Parish Council has increased our ability 

to save lives. So, from me and the rest of the team, a very big thank you. 

Martin Barry. 

Agenda Item 5 Open Forum 

There were no questions from the public. 

 

Meeting closed 7:40 pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………                                         Date:…………………… 
Chairman, Cllr C Summers                                   


