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Studley Parish Council: Parish Council Meeting 

Minutes of meeting held 27th September 2022, 

7pm Studley Village Hall, High Street, B80 7HJ 
 

 

Members present                  Cllr C Summers, Chairman; Cllr M Osborne, vice-Chairman; 

              Cllr J Beard, Cllr C Britt, Cllr D Collett, Cllr B Dixon,  

Cllr P Hencher- Serafin*, 

Cllr Ph Hunt, Cllr Py Hunt, Cllr A Rainbow, Cllr A Smith 

 

Members not present     Cllr A Clarke  

  
In attendance                      *Peter Hencher-Serafin is also ward member to SDC Studley                
  and Mappleborough Green ward. 

Ten members of the public. 

Clerk/RFO G Lungley. 

Administration Officers L Rose and K Walters. 

Minute 084. Agenda item 1. Chairman’s welcome. 
Cllr Colin Summers welcomed everyone to the meeting whereupon he brought agenda 
item 3 forward and to mark the death of HM Queen Elizabeth II on 8th September 2022, 
he asked all present to stand for a minute’s silent reflection for the UK's longest-serving 
monarch, who died at Balmoral aged 96, after reigning for 70 years. 

The Chairman thanked staff members for attending to civic matters so promptly upon 
hearing of the sad news. 

Minute 085. Agenda item 2. Apologies from absent Parish Councillors. 

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr A Clarke. 

 
Minute 086. Agenda item 3. To observe a minute’s silence. 
 As above, minute 084. 
 
Minute 087. Agenda item 4. Declarations of interest. 

Members were reminded to keep their register entries up to date and to declare any 

Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), any Other Registrable Interests (ORI) and any 

Non-Registerable Interest (NRI) relating to items on the agenda and the nature of those 

interests.  

The following declarations were made: 
 

Name 
Interest 

type 

Agenda 

ref(s). 
Reason 

Cllr J Beard ORI 16c Member of Studley in Bloom committee 

Cllr C Britt NRI 10c, 10d Allotment plot holder 

Cllr B Dixon ORI 16c Member of Studley in Bloom committee 

Cllr Penny Hunt ORI 16c Treasurer for Studley in Bloom committee 

Cllr Phil Hunt 
ORI 

10b Treasurer for Studley in Business 

16a Treasurer for Studley R British Legion 

16b Treasurer Studley Sports & Social Club 

NRI 10c, 10d Allotment plot holder 

Cllr M Osborne DPI 9a Expenses payment 

NB Minutes are draft until approved at the following meeting. 
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ORI 10c, 10d Allotment plot holder & committee member 

Cllr A Smith ORI 10c, 10d Allotment plot holder & committee member 

 

Minute 088. Agenda item 5. To consider grant of any dispensation request. 

There were no requests for dispensation. All members who had declared an interest left 
the meeting when the relevant items were discussed. 
 

Minute 089. Agenda item 6.  Public Forum. 

a) Residents and members of the public. 

1. A question was asked in relation to agenda item 10c on allotment rents and tenancy 

review, specifically to the proposed water levy and whether it would be across the 

board or proportional to use. 

2. i.  A letter relating to burial authority issues written by a resident who was unable to 

attend this meeting, was read out by a member of the public;  

ii. A burial plot holder reiterated comments made at a previous meeting about the 

viability of pre-purchased plots, prompting the Chairman to repeat that anyone 

with concerns is asked to contact the parish council office as soon as possible 

whilst the review is taking place.  
 

b) Safer Neighbourhood Team or other community organisation. 
 No representation. 
 

c) Stratford District Council (SDC) ward members. 
i. Neil Edden, with apologies for absence (report read out by Chairman): 

• Meeting about the current version of the NDP took place and further steps and 
direction were agreed. 

• Thereon work has begun on another version of the NDP to include agreed 
changes and to formulate remaining outstanding areas for rework.  

• Other actions around finances and the possibility of an up-to-date Housing 
Needs Survey being done have been shared amongst members of the group but 
will, it looks, take an almost identical format to that which was undertaken in 
2019 which should expedite the process should it be feasible. 

• Council [SDC] is conducting an investigation into the Waste 123+ rollout. In 
particular calling upon the accounts of all ward members and their personal 
experiences encountered. It’s not clear, as yet, the direction which such an 
investigation may eventually lead, however it does seem apparent that there will 
definitely be penalties incurred by the contractor (Biffa) from an early date. 

• There seems to have been a small increase in casework related to Orbit of late. 
 

ii. Peter Hencher-Serafin 

• Is currently dealing with many householders and their domestic bins due to the 
change in collection procedures. 

• Road drains that are likely to cause flooding have been inspected. 

• Is seeking support from the County Councillor for the introduction of 20mph limits 
across the village and for a road crossing of A435 at the garage. 

d) Warwickshire County Council (WCC) Division member 
Justin Kerridge, with apologies for absence (report read out by Chairman): 

• Castle to church pathway improvement is due to start work next week or early 
October concentrating first on the lower stretches where it is most boggy. 

• Spernal corner (around garage) footpath improvement with a view to keeping 
pedestrian access clear is being costed and is planned to go ahead. 

• One-way high-street possibility is being modelled for wider traffic effects. This is a 
preliminary stage of info-gathering before any consultation on a possible future 
proposal. 

• 20 mph zone for Studley. Initial conversations have been had but more detailed 
work on feasibility is on my to do list. 

• 'Village side" signage for Castle Road bridge warning of pedestrians coming from " 
church side" is costed and planned to go ahead. 
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Minute 090. Public forum ended and following a request from a councillor, and 

with the approval of the council, the Chairman brought agenda item 17h forward 

to this point in the meeting.  Agenda item 17h: To note cemetery review update. 

 Letters have been issued to holders of pre-purchased Exclusive Rights of Burial to 

check the details we have are up to date. Further progress will be referred to the next 

meeting of the Finance & Staffing Committee on the matter of fees, charges and 

allowances. 

 Although Public Forum had ended, the Chairman allowed members of the public to 

speak at which point the council’s review of the cemetery management processes was 

criticised and some members of the public became disruptive. It was stressed the review 

is an ongoing process, currently dealing with feedback from the first tranche of letters 

and that further letters will be necessary in the future but that the majority of interested 

parties are not affected, meaning there will be no need to contact them again in the 

immediate future. 

  

Minute 091. Agenda item 7. Approval of draft minutes from previous council 

meeting.  

It was AGREED to approve the minutes of the council meeting held 16/08/2022 which 

were subsequently signed by the Chairman. 
 

Minute 092. Agenda item 8. Planning: to comment on consultations received from 

Stratford District Council as the planning authority. 

It was noted that as Cllr P Hencher-Serafin is also a district councillor that he would not 

be commenting on any planning application consultations. 

a. To comment on planning application consultations from Stratford DC (SDC) 
The council commented as follows: 

 

  Application reference: 22/02511/PIP (Planning in Principle) 

Proposed: Erection of up to 4 self-build and/or custom houses. 

At: The Park, Alcester Road, Studley 

SPC comment: Object to this development that is outside of the village envelope in 
green belt land. Development would exacerbate traffic problems on this stretch of A435. 

 

b. To note decisions made by the Planning Authority (PA is Stratford DC) to 

previous consultations. 

i. 22/01358/LBC: Conversion work (as previously detailed) at Studley Castle.  

 PA Decision = Listed building consent approved. 

ii. 22/02289/COUQ: Application for conversion to 5-dwellings at Holt Farm.  

 PA Decision = Prior approval granted. 

Minute 093. Agenda item 9. FINANCE 

a. To approve the list of payments. 

The list of invoices, as circulated and explained, was approved for payment; p295. 
 

b. To receive and note bank reconciliation to 30/08/2022. 
The latest bank reconciliation had been circulated and was noted, attached p299. 

 
c. To receive and note summary budget review to 21/09/2022. 

The most recent budget review was circulated and noted; p300. 
 
In addition, the Clerk brought to the council’s attention the following information 
received after the agenda had been issued: 
External audit report. Section 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 
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financial year 2021/22 had been completed by the external auditor PKF Littlejohn LLP. The 
report, now published on the council’s website, states the following: 
 

“On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in 
accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving 
cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met  
 

“Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: The 
smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance assertion in 
Section 1, Box 9, but it has provided the appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for 
non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified. In the 
completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their detailed report, the internal auditor 
has drawn attention to significant weaknesses in relation to the council’s risk management 
arrangement and their asset management policy. The smaller authority must ensure that 
action is taken to address these areas of weakness in a timely manner.” 
 

The Clerk explained the reference to Section 1, Box 9 relates to the confusion surrounding the 
council’s relationship with Studley Recreation Ground charity and the need to identify the true 
position before the end of this financial year. 
 

Minute 094. Agenda item 10. Items for Discussion and / or Decision 
 

It was agreed to bring agenda item 10c forward.  
 

Agenda item 10c.To review and agree allotment rents and tenancy review for 1st 
November 2022. 

The four councillors who had expressed a non-registerable interest in this item, left the 
meeting. 

The time being 9pm, the Chairman sought agreement to suspend Standing Order 3x to 
allow the meeting to continue to conclusion of all stipulated business. 
  

A report had been circulated to all members and copies were made available in the meeting. 

It was AGREED to 

1. Set the annual fee for both allotment sites (Station Road and Dunstall, Redditch Road) 
at £52 (full plot) and £40 (half-plot) for new plot holders from this date, and for existing 
plot holders from 01/11/2023, ie providing one year’s notice of fee increase. 

2. Charge a £10 water levy on each plot for this year only. 

3. Rescind all past agreements, whether in writing or verbal. 
 

The four councillors returned to the meeting. 

 
a)  To consider the request by SDC to remove or re site the bin on the A435, in front of 

the shops and directly opposite Pardoe Court, Studley. An email was received from SDC 
stating that the bin has once again been damaged. Previously, SDC have replaced the bin 
a number of times, but will not replace it again and think that it would be wise to re site the 
bin if the Parish Council wish to replace it. 

It was AGREED to seek advice from the Highways Authority (Warwickshire County Council) 
for correct positioning and from Stratford District Council for bin support. 

b) To gain clarification and formally accept Studley on the map signs and banners. It 
was agreed in minute 049 to accept the gift of Studley welcome signs, signposts and 
interpretation boards, but not the website. Studley in Business have now removed the signs 
and posts from their asset list and require acceptance of the signs and posts by SPC. 

It was AGREED to write to Studley in Business again to state the council is in favour of 
accepting their gift of the signs which is to include the Studley Nature Reserve signs and 
the funding that is to accompany the gift. The letter is to also request full asset details 
including description, cost and maintenance arrangements. 
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c) As above. 
  
d) To review and agree costs and management for pest control on Dunstall and Station 

Road allotment sites. 
 Both sites were visited by Arden Pest Control and the following recommendations made: 
 

i. Station Road have problems with mice in six polytunnels. Suggested two visits over 
the next few weeks with a rodent box being placed in each tunnel and baited with 
poison at a cost of £90. 

 

ii. Dunstall allotments house chickens which create an all-year-round issue. A 
recommendation of rodent control contract for twelve months. There are 
approximately eight chicken pens, requiring a total of ten rodent boxes. A monthly 
visit, including re baiting of boxes where necessary would be a total cost of £680.00 
per year. 

 

The four allotment plot holders remained in the meeting but did not speak or vote. 
  It was AGREED to accept the recommendations. 

 

e) To agree terms of reference for the Cemetery Working Party.  
The current review of cemetery management procedures requires a review of the siting of 
future burial plots. It has already been agreed to set up a working party consisting of three 
councillors and one professional associate to investigate the best use of available land. 
The terms of reference had been circulated in advance. 
It was AGREED to adopt the terms of reference for the Cemetery Working Party.  

 

 

Minute 095. Agenda item 11:  

To consider and agree next steps regarding the ATC buildings  

Following discussion with a commercial estate agent, details had been circulated to all 

members. 

It was AGREED to offer a three-year or five-year (maximum) lease to ensure the building 

is used and to notify the Studley Scouts group of this decision. All actions to expedite this 

decision were delegated to the parish council administration team. 
 

 

Minute 096. Agenda item 12:  

To consider and agree the Christmas Indoor Market by the SPC 
This is to take place at the same time as the annual Christmas Lights event, this year to be 
Friday 25th November 2022. The hall has been booked from 2pm and is expected to cost in 
the region of £200. 

 
 

Minute 097. Agenda item 13: Identify forward plans for Millennium Green Trust. 
At a meeting held with Parish Council representatives in July 2022 the two current trustees 
requested more time to find an extra three trustees and to locate their minutes book by 
October 2022. 
It was AGREED to invite the two trustees to another meeting for an update on progress, as 
required in the council’s Governance Action Plan, recommendation 6. 

 

 

Minute 098. Agenda item 14. 

To discuss possibilities of re siting the Studley Post Office. 
Notification has been received by the Parish Council that the Post Office housed within 
Tesco Express will be closing on 15th October 2022. 
It was noted that efforts are being made by the Post Office and others to find alternative 
premises in Studley. 
 

Minute 099. Agenda item 15.  

To discuss Marble Alley 
A request was made by Cllr Py Hunt to discuss Marble Alley. This was brought to the 
attention of the district councillors to notify environmental health and planning enforcement. 
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Minute 100. Agenda item 16.  

To consider Grant Applications from - 
(a) Studley British Legion requesting a grant of £300.00.  
 To hold event following the 2022 Poppy Day Parade at Studley Sports and Social Club. 

Afternoon entertainment for local community. 
(b) Studley Sports and Social Club requesting a grant of £8.50 per week for 8 weeks - 

£68.00 in total.  
 To continue the warm hub which is held weekly. To reduce isolation and enable lonely 

people to meet in a social setting. 

(c) Studley in Bloom to requesting a grant of £1800.00. 
i  maintain summer planting and re plant with bulbs and winter flowering plants. 
ii.  To continue to hold monthly litter picks 

iii  To update some planters to ‘self watering containers’ 

(d) Studley Christmas Lights requesting a grant of £1360.00  
Installation of 16 lights along the High Street. 

 

It was AGREED to delegate any decision on this item to the next meeting of the Finance 
and Staffing Committee. 
 

Minute 101. Agenda item 17.  

Clerk’s Report : The following updates from council officers to previous meetings and 

ongoing matters were noted without comment, except for item 17b. 
 

a) Stealth cameras at cemetery - ongoing 

b) To note receipt of letter from SDC regarding Studley Village Hall be included in the 

‘List of Assets of Community Value’ as requested by Studley Village Hall Ltd.  

Members agreed this is already a valued community asset and would not object to 

its addition to the List of Assets of Community Value. 

c) To note response from SPC to SVH regarding SVH insurance premium and SVH 

wishing to include Studley Village Hall on the list of assets of community value. 

d) To note the response from WCC regarding injury to small child in Allen Close, Studley 

“Apologies for the late reply, was on holiday last week. I have been out to have a look at this 

today and this is how the close was originally designed so isn’t a maintenance issue, I have 

inspected and none of the bricks/stones are loose or in need resetting. So from our point of 

view we are not in a position to be able to remove these unfortunately.” 

e) To note Census information via Towns WCC. 

f) To note posting to SPC website regarding average speed monitoring. Details posted to 
website after receipt of email from Sam Hansen, Principal Engineer. 

g) To note request from Clerks concerning efficient use of time and visits to the office. 

h) Cemetery review, as above, page 290. 

i) Arrangements for Remembrance Sunday on 13/11/2022 are progressing via the Royal 

British Legion, Studley branch and the Sports and Social Club. A meeting of the 

marshals is to take place next week. Studley Parish Council is to underwrite the event 

and has appointed Headway Traffic Management to manage the road closures, having 

requested authority from SDC to close the roads.  
 

Minute 102. Agenda item 18. Committees 

A. i. Planning Committee meeting held 05/09/2022: minutes circulated. 

ii. Finance and Staffing Committee extra meeting held 01/09/2022, minutes circulated. 

 
B. Members’ reports from other meetings: 

- Studley Sports and Social Club: Cllrs C Britt and A Smith. 

- Studley Nature Reserve: Cllrs C Britt and Py Hunt. Cllr C Britt reported the site is to be 
mown this week, and he had met with Ian Jelly of the Warwickshire Wildlife Trust which 
had been most helpful. 

- Studley in Bloom: Cllrs J Beard, B Dixon, Py Hunt. 
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- Allotments: Cllrs A Clarke and P Hencher-Serafin. 

- Studley Youth building: Cllrs C Summers, A Clarke, P H-Serafin, Ph Hunt, M Osborne, 
A Smith. It was noted there had been 236 responses to the parish council’s online 
consultation, which have yet to be analysed. 

 
C. To agree new date for Finance & Staffing Committee after postponement due to 

national days of mourning. Originally due to be held on 27th September 2022. 

It was AGREED to hold this meeting on 04/10/2022, at 7pm. 

 
Minute 103. Agenda item 19.  
Members are reminded to provide notification to the clerk of items for discussion at the 
next council meeting by at least 10/10/2022. 

 
Minute 104. Agenda item 20. 
Resolution to close the meeting to the public under the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960 to allow for discussion of confidential matters. 

Legal matter relating to lease arrangements. 
It was agreed to complete the lease procedures relating to non-agreement of rent review and 
appoint an independent person to negotiate on behalf of the parish council. The process was 
delegated to the parish council office staff. 

 
Minute 105. Agenda item 21. To note date and time of next meeting. 
The next meeting was noted as taking place on 18th October 2022 at 7pm. 

 

 

This meeting closed at 10.00pm 

 
 

Signed: ………………………………………………………. Date :……………………… 

Chairman, Studley Parish Council 
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Re: Agenda item 9a. Minute 093a: List of payments for approval. 
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Re: Agenda item 9b. Minute 093b: Receive and note bank reconciliation for 31/08/2022. 

Bank reconciliation to 31/08/2022, all accounts 

Bank statements 

as at 31/08/2022 

Current account (HSBC) 44,298.65   

Deposit account (HSBC) 123,870.12   

Current (UTB) 75,350.23 £243,519.00  

     

Less unpresented payments  -£250.00  

Add receipts not yet banked  £0.00  

  £243,269.00 A 

Cash book as at 

31/08/2022 

Current account (HSBC) 44,048.65   

Deposit account (HSBC) 123,870.12   

Current (UTB) 75,350.23   

   £243,269.00 B 
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Re: Agenda item 9c 

Minute 093c: To receive and note summary budget review for 01/04/2022 to 21/09/2022. 
 

 


